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The Sandhill Crane State: A Naturalist’s Guide to Nebraska
by Paul Johnsgard
Review by Ruth Stearns
Dr. Paul Austin Johnsgard left us one last gift, in this reference guide to all
places natural in Nebraska.
Published posthumously, and
available for purchase or free via
UNL’s Digital Commons, this
book arrived at my doorstep like a
veritable “seed catalog” of
Nebraska’s places of wonder to
delight and inspire fair weather
adventures just before the long
winter set in. He wants us to
explore the state as he had done,
to be excited by all the out-ofdoors Nebraska has to offer.
He sends us to places
where we can go back in
geological time to see fossil
records such as Ashfall Fossil
Beds State Historical Park in
Antelope County and Agate Fossil
Beds National Monument in
Sioux County. He shares with us
places of more recent historical
interest including Homestead
National Monument in Gage County, and several of Nebraska’s state historical parks,
like Ash Hollow in Garden County, and Fort Hartsuff in Valley County. And then
there are all the various federal, state, and local wildlife areas, arranged county by
county from west to east, with maps and directions, special highlights, a personal story
here and there, lists of birds to find, and up-to-date contact information. He tells us all
about his beloved Sandhill Cranes along the Platte River, and a myriad of details about
the tallgrass prairies in eastern Nebraska and roads to follow in the Sandhills to find
swans, pelicans, shorebirds or other waterfowl. Readers will find everything they need
to start their journeys.
And if that is not enough, the book is filled with Johnsgard’s photographs,
and my favorites, those gorgeous and detailed drawings of birds and plants. Explorers,
birders, and photographers, and those just out for a drive will find a road they haven’t
yet traveled, a tucked-away wildlife area not yet visited, and a new “seed” planted in
their imagination for future exploration in this special work by our treasured
ornithologist.

